This is My City was a twelve month long project initiated by The City of Calgary Arts &
Culture to facilitate the engagement of homeless citizens in art making. Starting in Janu-
ary 2009, members of the homeless community were provided the opportunity to work
with artist mentors to develop their creative voices for expression, public advocacy, and
dialogue. The multidisciplinary program included poetry, performance, personal narra-
tive, drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, photography, and video production. This
is My City does not pretend to be a solution to the homeless crisis. Rather, the project
intends to enable homeless citizens the chance to speak on their own behalf.

January 24, 10:00am-4:30pm, ConocoPhillips Theatre, The Glenbow Museum
FREE, to register call: (403) 268-4545 or email thisismycity.calgary@gmail.com

This seminar explores the intersection of poverty and creativity as a tool for
social change. Through workshops, performances, and panel discussions this
event will showcase the shared experiences of the ‘This is My City’ artist-
mentor team and the homeless art-makers and will also examine how other
groups are engaging in the diversity of this work around the city. The after-
noon will feature an ART MATTERS public forum, joined by their Excellencies
the Right Honourable Michaélle Jean, Governor General of Canada, and Mr.
Jean-Daniel Lafond, to investigate the power and purpose of using the arts to
address social justice.

January 22 - 8pm + January 23 - 6pm ConocoPhillips Theatre, The Glenbow
Pay-what-you-can. To reserve a seat, please call: (403) 294-9494

David Diamond, a world renowned Forum Theatre facilitator, brings his par-
ticipatory play making to Calgary. Engaging in our city’s crisis of homeless-
ness, the play will be created during a weeklong workshop involving people
living these issues. After the play members of the audience will be invited to
“stop” the performance, replace a character, and attempt to change the
action presented. Diamond’s projects produce compelling dramas which
challenge the community to actively respond.







